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26 January 2022 

In defense of Fabrizio Hochschild 

 

 

The signatories to this letter, all current or former colleagues of UN Under-Secretary-General 

Fabrizio Hochschild, have learned with great concern and dismay the decision taken by the 

Secretary-General to separate Fabrizio from service at the United Nations. 

 

Fabrizio is a highly respected and committed colleague who has served the United Nations 

with dedication and distinction for over 30 years, often discharging dangerous and difficult 

assignments in the most challenging locations. The signatories to this letter respect and 

admire him for his professional competence, his high ethical and work standards and his 

personal dedication to the objectives of the United Nations. 

 

The decision to separate Fabrizio comes after complaints regarding him were improperly 

leaked to the media a year ago, which provoked a decision by the Secretary-General to 

suspend him from service. Since then, an internal investigation was carried out leading to the 

shocking decision taken to separate Fabrizio. The process seems to have unacceptably set 

aside the presumption of innocence and due process and encouraged malicious reporting and 

speaking to the media in violation of UN rules. 

 

It is very important to us, his colleagues and friends, to highlight that the complaints of sexual 

harassment have been found unsubstantiated, nor was he ever accused of any financial 

impropriety, as has been misleadingly published in media articles since last year.  

 

Sadly, it appears to us that the internal investigation process, which we trusted would be fair, 

has been heavily influenced by other factors, including a parallel media campaign filled with 

untrue allegations against Fabrizio. Even when this campaign included patent and easily 

verifiable falsehoods, the organization chose not to dispel them, creating an environment in 

which the false complaints were sustained in the public domain and may have biased the 

entire process. The outcome of the process seemed unfortunately a foregone conclusion from 

the beginning. The sanction applied to Fabrizio is unprecedented in its harshness and 

disproportionate to the facts and conduct concerned, which related to the management of 

human resources in his office, the characterization of which he and the witnesses among us 

dispute. 

 

As colleagues of Fabrizio, but also for some of us as current managers at the United Nations, 

we are very concerned by the dangerous precedent that has been set by the Administration: a 

combination of an initial decision to suspend Fabrizio provoked by undue and false leaks to 

the media, proceedings that have not followed due process carried under the shadow of a 

media campaign launched against Fabrizio which the UN has done nothing to correct, and 

finally a sanction which is incommensurate and unjustified. 

 

While we realize that this statement would be unlikely to influence a reversal of the decision 

taken against Fabrizio, we trust it will serve to defend his name and actions. Fabrizio 

Hochschild is an exceptional colleague and senior leader at the United Nations, who has 

devoted his professional life to promoting the noble and necessary ideals of an Organization 

that should stand for integrity, independence and courage. The decision to separate him from 

the United Nations, which we find in violation of the basic principles of justice and which he 

has the right to dispute, does not change his reputation and good standing with us. 



2 / 2 

 

Signatories, updated on 27 January 2022: 

 

 

Aderemi Aibinu 

Teresa Albero 

Marlène Alejos 

Oluseyi Bajulaiye 

Christine Boccard 

Max Bonnel 

Peggy Brown 

Juan Pablo Caicedo 

Elodie Cantier-Aristide 

Stève Damond-Fagot 

Peter de Clercq 

Jean-Louis Dominguez 

Anthony Duncker 

Frederic Eckhard 

Ahmad Fawzi 

Julian Fleet 

Louis Gentile 

Andrew Gilmour 

Maurizio Guiliano 

Patrick Hennessy 

Una Jones 

Caroline Lensing-Hebben 

Noris Liza-Doyen 

Hillel Loew 

 

Laura Londén 

Marilyn M. Manuel 

Austin McGill 

Mary Jane Meierdiercks-Popovic 

Michael Møller 

Jason Munyan 

Norah Niland 

Amra Nuhbegovic 

Denise Opperman 

Naresh Perinpanayagam 

Agnès Picod 

Bernadette Piérard-Pasquier 

Julia Raue 

Carole Ray 

Chloe Saimpert 

Guy Antoine Saizonou 

Monica Sarmiento 

Sisi Shahidzadeh 

Sandra Shibata 

Kylia Van Wyk 

Cynthia Veliko 

Michaela Winter 

Prince Yabada 

Diego Zorrilla 

 

There are others who, while expressing full agreement with the content of the above, 

preferred for extraneous reasons to remain anonymous. 


