
 

 

 

Female Political Leadership and Legislation Against Gender- 
Based Violence: What is the Link? 

 

Executive summary  

 

Gender based violence, in any of its forms, such psychological abuse, sexual harassment, or 

child marriage, among many others has been experienced by almost one third of women in 

the world. Recent worldwide events have made this form of violence more visible and legally 

and socially punished. Covid-19 pandemic showed the fragility of women locked in with their 

prosecutors, and the invasion of Ukraine by Russia shed light to the violence against women 

and their families in a war context.  

 

Although its visibility is growing and is, therefore, becoming less socially acceptable, GBV is 

a very complex phenomenon that requires to be tackled from all possible sides, from the legal, 

educational, or social perspective. Eradicating all forms of GBV is a global responsibility. The 

role of governments in creating and implementing legal frameworks and commitments to 

reduce GBV is essential to build a safety net for survivors/victims. However, although most 

governments have policies and regulation against the different forms of GBV, these frames 

vary across countries, offering a variety of responses to a similar problem.  

 

The masculinization of leadership roles in governments and the uneven level responses and 

policies to stop and reduce GBV brings the question of the relevance and effectiveness of 

political leadership in tackling this violence against women. In this study, we try to address 

this question: is there any link between female political leadership and the relevance of the 

legal frame to reduce GBV?. 

 

In this report, we find that GBV legislation implementation is positively influenced by 

female political leadership, especially by the presence of women in parliaments. While 

we find a limited impact of sole female political leaders, or the number of women as 

heads of governments in those countries. We claim this is largely dependent on the 

https://gwlvoices.com/legislation-against-gender-based-violence/


importance of gender equality in parliaments and their influence and power to include 

gender equality measures in the political agenda.  

 

Key messages 

• The presence of women in parliaments is essential to strengthening democracies and 

fight against GBV 

• The presence of women leaders in different political arenas improves and promotes 
policies against GBV 
 

• The higher the presence of women in parliaments, or the more equal those 
parliaments are, the more the existence of legislation against GBV, the lower the 
level of GBV, especially in the form of physical violence. 
 

• GBV legislations are more present in high income countries. Many emerging 
economies have no laws on certain forms of GBV, and when they do, this is poorly 
implemented. In contrast, some low- and middle-income countries show complete 
and advanced legislation on GBV.  
 

• The presence of women in political leadership positions seems to be one of the 
antecedents for the implementation of this legislation against GBV1. However, and 
contrary to our expectations, the strongest correlations with the different forms of 
GBV (domestic violence, child marriage, and sexual violence) is not with the 
presence of women political heads of governments.  
 

• The strongest relationship with the implementation of legislation to prevent and 
stop GBV is with the presence of women in parliament, so more in high income and 
upper middle-income countries. This relationship is especially strong for domestic 
violence in high income and upper middle-income countries, while lower middle- and 
low-income countries tend to strongly regulate child marriage. 

 

Recommendations 

1. GBV is still under-reported and under-estimated. There is a strong need to collect data on 

GBV. 

2. The role of parliaments and the equal representation of women on those, has a direct impact 

on the implementation and monitoring of GVB from the victims’ perspective. The presence 

of women in parliaments is correlated with the implementation of legislations in all sorts of 

GBV.  

 

 

1 Women’s power index. Available at: https://www.cfr.org/article/womens-power-index 
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